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that some of it at least should be theirs if they would follow
him with stout heart. His Devonshire lads answered with
a cheer. They would follow him to the gates of death.

On a bright moonlight night, leaving but a few men on the
two ships, Drake and the others pushed off in small boats, and
landed silently in front of the unwalled town. No alarm was
raised, and with pikes shouldered and bows and arrows ready,
this little company of adventurers marched into the market-
place. Then they were discovered, and sleepy Spanish soldiers
came rushing out to the beat of drum, full of wonder and
alarm. Shots were fired at the band of English sailors, who
sent back a flight of arrows. Drake was wounded in the leg,
and soon felt faint from loss of blood. But he pretended it was
a mere scratch, knowing that 'if the general's heart stoops,
the men's will fall.' He led them to the Government House,
where the silver was stored, and told them that there was the
treasury of the world, and they might help themselves. But
at these words his sight and strength failed, and he fell back in
a swoon. His men, reckoning all the treasure of the world
as nothing compared to Drake's own life, carried him back to
the beach, hotly pursued by Spaniards, who had now dis-
covered how small the English force was, and had recovered
from their first confusion and alarm.

Drake, having regained his ships and recovered some of his
strength, sailed along the coast of Panama, and on the way
captured some Spanish merchant-ships heavily laden with
provisions. Then he put into a creek, and had a spell on
shore while his wound was healing. During this time the
English sailors made friends with some Cimaroons, or negro
slaves, who had escaped from their Spanish masters, and were
living a wild life in the woods. They hated the Spaniards for
their cruelties, and were, therefore, all the more friendly to the
English. They offered to guide Drake and his men to a
narrow pass where they could surprise a Spanish caravan
laden with treasure on its way to Nombre de Dios.

Drake gladly consented, and as soon as they came near the